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Editor’s  Observations 

Dear  Members, 

In  this  issue  of  the  Brasher  Bulletin  we  want  to  remind  members  of  our  upcoming 
March  A.N.A.  Sacramento  meeting.  Please  check  the  A.N.A.  schedule  for  time  and 
place.  Also  the  Oldest  Pioneer  will  be  making  an  appearance.  We  expect  media 
presence  to  help  promote  the  A.N.A.,  the  California  Gold  Sesquicentennial  and  our 
Society;  this  would  be  a good  time  for  you  to  recruit  new  members. 

Coin  World  and  Numismatic  News  have  been  getting  the  jump  on  our  quarterly 
publication  concerning  news  on  the  Central  America  and  the  Brother  Jonathan 
shipwrecks.  We  are  hoping  in  the  near  future  to  be  able  to  publish  more  news  concerning 
these  shipwrecks.  Also  in  the  near  future  we  are  expecting  some  more  information  on 
Dan  Owens’  Book  on  Western  Assayers. 

In  the  1997  American  Journal  of  Numismatics,  T.V.  Buttrey  wrote  an  article  on 
False  Western  American  Gold  Bars.  Mr.  Michael  Hodder  is  at  this  time  preparing  a 
rebuttal  to  Mr.  Buttrey's  article.  Any  information  concerning  Western  Ingots  or  Assay 
receipts  in  members'  collection  would  be  greatly  appreciated  for  study  concerning  this 
topic.  We  plan  to  publish  more  information  on  this  topic  once  both  sides  have  finished 
presenting  their  cases. 

We  have  included  information  concerning  an  A.N.A.  class  proposed  by  A.N.A. 
Executive  Director  Ed  Rochette.  If  any  members  are  interested  in  attending  this  class, 
please  contact  the  A.N.A.  at  (800)  367-9723.  We  need  a minimum  number  to  make  this 
happen  but  actually  we  think  it  will  be  oversubscribed. 

The  Bulletin  has  added  many  new  members  and  of  course  we  have  wonderful 
support  from  many  old-time  members.  We  are  indebted  to  all  members  and  need  each 
and  every  one  of  you  either  through  your  dues  (which  are  payable  now)  or  your  articles 
submitted  for  publication.  Once  again.  Jack  Totheroh,  Jay  Roe,  and  Mike  Locke  have 
provided  invaluable  information.  We  want  to  also  thank  members  Robert  J.  Chandler, 

VP  Wells  Fargo  History  Member,  Eric  P.  Newman,  for  Salt  Lake  City  Mormon  Mint, 
and  Michael  Hodder  for  their  ongoing  research  in  Pioneer  Numismatics. 

We  have  some  innovative  new  ideas  for  the  Bulletin  we  will  be  discussing  at  the 
Sacramento  meeting  along  with  ways  to  improve  quality  while  cutting  down  costs.  We 
look  forward  to  seeing  or  hearing  from  you  in  Sacramento. 

We  encourage  all  members  to  submit  articles  and  remind  you  once  again  that 
1999  dues  are  payable  now  if  you  haven't  already  paid  them.  Remember,  the  Bulletin 
doesn't  exist  without  you. 


Best  Regards, 


Donald  H.  Kagin,  Ph.D. 
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PIONEER  AUCTION  RESULTS  & ACTIVITY 

The  Rarities  Sale 


Orlando,  Florida  - January  5 - 6,  1999 
Auctions  by  Bowers  & Merena,  Inc. 

Lot 


1510 

1837-1842 

Christopher  Bechtler 

$5 

K20 

AU50 

$6,000 

1513 

1851 

Augustus  Humbert 

$50  .887  Thous 

K4 

PCGS 

AU50 

$13,000 

1516 

1852 

Augustus  Humbert 

$50  .887  Thous 

Kll 

NGC 

Specimen  64 

$170,000 

1519 

1853 

USSAOG 

$20  .900  Thous 

K18 

PCGS 

MS61 

$6,000 

1521 

Kellogg  & Co. 

$20 

K2 

PCGS 

AU55 

$7,000 

Orlando,  Florida 

January  6-8, 

1999 

Auctions  by  Heritage  Numismatic  Auctions,  Inc. 

Lot 

7817  (1837-1842)  C.  Bechtler 

$ 1 'N'  Reversed 

K4 

PCGS 

MS61 

$9,000 

7821  1837-1842  C.  Bechtler 

$2  1/2  64  G.22C 

Kll 

PCGS 

MS60 

$14,500 

7825  1831-1834  C.  Bechtler 

$5  150G.20C 

K15 

PCGS 

AU58 

$21,000 

7826  1830  Templeton  Reid 

$2  1/2 

K1 

PCGS 

AU35 

$28,000 

7830  1853  USSAOG 

$20  .900  Thous 

K15 

NGC 

AU62 

$6,000 

7836  1860  Clark  Gmber  & Co. 

$5 

K2 

PCGS 

MS61 

$6,000 

7852  1872  Indian  Oct 

$1  BG1119 

PCGS 

MS64 

$950 
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CALIFORNIA  SMALL  DENOMINATION  GOLD  - 1998  IN  RETROSPECT 
Jack  Totheroh  - S.P.P.N.  #5 


This  last  year  saw  approximately  300  coins  offered  at  auction.  That  is  the  smallest  number  since  1986. 
While  that  number  is  small,  there  were  fifteen  varieties  which  reached  new  auction  highs.  Four  were 
from  Period  1 and  eleven  from  Period2.  These  were: 


B.G.202, 

R.7, 

‘60’, 

Superior-09-22-98,  #2340, 

$3737. 

B.G.207, 

R.6, 

‘63’, 

Superior-09-22-98,  #2345, 

$ 460. 

B.G.501, 

R.6, 

‘40’, 

Superior-09-22-98,  #2388, 

$3680.  (Bowers-Merena  offered  a fixed 
price  list  ‘61’  in  December  at  $3950) 

B.G.508, 

R.5, 

‘62’, 

Superior-02-10-98, 

#3191, 

$ 

990. 

B.G.734, 

R.7, 

‘62’, 

Superior-02-1 0-98, 

#3202, 

$ 

605. 

B.G.738, 

R.8, 

‘63’, 

Superior-02-1 0-98, 

#3204, 

$1595. 

B.G.748, 

R.6, 

‘63’, 

Superior-02-10-98, 

#3205, 

$ 

715. 

B.G.749, 

R.6, 

‘63’, 

Superior-02-10-98, 

#3206, 

$ 

835. 

B.G.757, 

R.7, 

‘63’, 

Stacks-  12-03-98, 

#1792, 

$ 

770. 

B.G.768, 

R.5, 

‘58’, 

Superior-02-10-98, 

#3209, 

$ 

524. 

B.G.809, 

R.5. 

‘63’, 

Superior-02-10-98, 

#3227, 

$ 

770. 

B.G.810, 

R.8, 

‘64’, 

Superior-02-10-98, 

#3228, 

$ 

935. 

B.G.834, 

R.6, 

‘62’, 

Superior-02-10-98, 

#3235, 

$ 

550. 

B.G.1039,R.8, 

‘61’, 

Superior-09-22-98, 

#2421, 

$2185. 

B.G. 1054, R.7, ‘60’, 

Superior-09-22-98, 

#2424, 

$1208 

It  is  interesting  that  there  were  this  many  new  highs  (5%)  considering  the  small  number  of  coins 
offered  at  auction.  When  the  retail  sales  of  the  private  collection  sold  by  Marin  Numismatist  Inc.  become 
available  there  could  be  several  new  variety  highs  outside  of  the  auction  area.  This  was  an  outstanding 
collection  with  many  rarities. 


The  article  by  Robert  Lande  relating  to  the  possibility  that  the  Gray  varieties  of  1860-1871  were 
used  as  money  during  that  period  was  suggested  due  to  the  high  percentage  of  those  coins  found  in 
circulated  condition  in  the  Professional  Coin  Grading  Service  Population  Reports.  Robert  Chandler,  who 
presented  in  the  Brasher  Bulletin  the  letter  of  Gold  Rush  miner,  P.J.  Norton,  to  his  daughter,  provides 
the  first  documentation  by  a Gold  Rush  miner  having  California  Small  Denomination  Gold. 

Correspondence  with  Chandler  provided  documentation  relative  to  the  value  of  ‘greenbacks’  as  they 
related  to  gold  between  July  1862  and  July  1878.  Greenbacks  hit  their  low  in  July  1864  when  they 
were  valued  at  39  cents  to  the  gold  dollar.  This  provides  additional  support  for  the  use  of  the  Gray 
rarieties  as  a medium  of  exchange.  More  research  needs  to  be  done  in  this  area  particularly  since  no  gold 
dollars  were  minted  in  the  United  States  Mint  in  San  Francisco  between  1861  and  1878,  except  for  the 
3000  in  1870. 

The  auction  sales  1996-1998  are  presented  in  table  form  to  provide  auction  sales  price  information  by 
denomination,  rarity  and  grade  for  that  period.  The  span  of  three  years  was  used  in  order  to  provide 
enough  data  to  make  the  tables  useful.  They  were  separated  into  two  groups:  1.  Regular  issues  and  2. 
Washington  heads,  eagles,  and  25  CENT  pieces.  The  last  group  is  more  sought  after,  bringing  higher 
prices.  In  the  tables  the  rarity  ratings  have  been  converted  to  the  Universal  Collectibles  Rarity  Scale. 
This  has  been  done  because  it  reduces  the  number  of  sorts  necessary  (from  13  to  7)  and  avoids  the  use  of 
+ and  - as  in  the  Breen-Gillio  rarity  ratings.  A comparison  of  the  rating  scales  follows: 
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A COMPARISON  OF  THE  UNIVERSAL  COLLECTIBLES  RARITY  SCALE  WITH  THE  BREEN-GILLIO  SCALE 


U.R.  Scale 

Number 

B.G.  Scale 

Number 

10 

Unique 

8 

1- 

3 

9 

2-  3 

8 - 

3- 

4 

8 

4-  8 

7+  & 7 

4- 

9 

7 

9-  20 

7-  & 6-t- 

9- 

18 

6 

21-  50 

6,6-,5-t-  and  5 

19- 

60 

5 

51-200 

5-,4-^,  4,  4- 

61 

- 200 

4 

201-500 

3 

201-500 

3 

501-2,000 

2 

501 

and  ab 

2 

2001-10,000 

1 

10001  and  above 

In  many  instances  the  UR  scale  is  merely  one  grade  higher  in  number  than  that  of  Breen-Gillio; 

UR  10  and  9 cover  B.G.  8 and  8-;  UR  8 covers  virtually  the  same  numbers  as  B.G.  7+  and  7; 

UR  7 nearly  equals  B.G.  7-  and  6+;  the  same  holds  for  UR5  and  UR4.  There  are  no  California  Small 
Denomination  Gold  coins  which  qualify  for  the  UR3  scale  except  for  two  varieties.  These  are  B.G. 222  and 
B.G. 838,  which  number  259  and  281  graded  in  the  January  1999  P.C.G.S.  Population  Reports. 
Considering  the  estimate  that  approximately  10%  have  been  resubmitted  and  50%  have  not  been 
submitted,  these  two  approach  rarity  U.R  3.  These  are  arbitrary  estimates.  However,  it  seems  likely  that 
with  the  low  rarity  and  low  denomination,  only  50%  of  the  existing  coins  would  have  been  submitted  for 
grading  and  encapsulation. 

In  understanding  the  next  two  charts  the  following  should  be  considered; 

1.  The  Universal  Collectibles  Rarity  Scale  was  used,  as  described  above. 

2.  The  three  years  of  auction  sales  were  weighted  to  give  greater  importance  to  the  later  dates. 

1996  - 1;  1997  - 3;  1998  - 5.  As  an  example:  Rarity  7,  grade  64-65,  round 
halves  had  4 coins  at  an  average  price  of  $555.  Specifically  these  were  a grade  ‘64’, 
1996,  $1595;  two  grade  ‘64’,  1997,  $264  and  $414,  and  a ‘65’,  1998,  $605. 
Weighting  these  by  1,  3,  and  5 times  provides  a total  of  $6654  divided  by  12  or  a 
price  of  $554.5  rounded  to  $555.  In  this  case  the  lower  prices  of  the  last  two  years 
reduces  the  overall  average  from  the  $719.5  or  $720  if  they  had  not  been  weighted. 

The  reverse  would  be  true  if  prices  for  the  later  years  were  higher  than  that  of  1996. 

3.  The  dollar  amounts  listed  in  each  cell  are  rounded  to  the  nearest  $5. 

4.  The  small  number  to  the  left  of  the  dollar  amount  represents  the  number  of  coins  in  that  cell. 

5.  In  order  to  fit  the  number  of  cells  across  the  page  grades  were  combined,  ie:  40-45,  50-55. 

6.  No  retail  sales  were  included. 

7.  Damaged  coins  were  excluded;  holed,  soldered,  clipped,  dipped,  cleaned,  etc. 

8.  The  prices  are  generally  higher  as  they  move  up  the  scale  in  grade  and  rarity. 

Understandably,  however,  many  exceptions  occur. 

The  CALIFORNIA  SMALL  DENOMINATION  GOLD  Auction  Sales  History  Reports,  which  follow  after  the 
Auction  Prices  Paid  1996-1998  reports,  represent  two  of  the  fifteen  new  highs  reached  in  1998 
mentioned  earlier  in  this  article.  While  the  varieties  from  Period  1 of  the  same  rarity  as  those  of  Period 
2 often  achieve  higher  prices,  in  this  case  B.G. 748,  UR6,  ‘63’  has  higher  prices  than  does  B.G. 207, 

UR6,  ‘63’.  Both  highest  prices  are  of  the  same  rarity  and  grade. 


California  Small  Denomination  Gold 
Auction  Prices  Paid,  1996-1998,  by  Rarity,  Denomination  & Grade 


Rarity  4,  201-500 
Octagonal  Quarters 

20-35 

40-45 

50-55 
2-  105 

58-61 
2-  125 

62-64 
1 4 - 205 

64-65 
7 - 280 

Round  Quarters 

4-  145 

13-  145 

20-  195 

16-  215 

Octagonal  Halves 

1 - 180 

4-  195 

2-  150 

4-  220 

Round  Halves 

5-  150 

2-  260 

1 - 320 

Octagonal  Dollars  • 

2 - 480 

2-  575 

3-  710 

Round  Dollars 

Rarity  5.  51-200 
Octagonal  Quarters 

1 - 160 

11-  130 

30-  230 

6 0 - 240 

49-  2 70 

Round  Quarters 

1 - 70 

3-  85 

10-  110 

19-  125 

50-  210 

46-  255 

Octagonal  Halves 

2-  80 

4-  100 

1 4 - 245 

21-  205 

3 5 - 245 

17-  260 

Round  Halves 

2-  75 

17-  220 

25-  285 

42-  250 

7-  285 

Octagonal  Dollars 

7-  240 

16-  385 

20-  675 

21-  760 

3-1  400 

Round  Dollars 

1 - 935 

1-1  100 

6-2180 

Rarity  6,  21-50 

Octagonal  Quarters 

2-  80 

2 - 

105 

Round  Quarters 

1 - 105 

10- 

105 

Octagonal  Halves 

1 - 140 

8 - 

95 

Round  Halves 

10- 

140 

Octagonal  Dollars 

4 - 

395 

Round  Dollars 

3- 

590 

Rarity  7,  9-20 

Octagonal  Quarters 

2 - 

185 

Round  Quarters 

10- 

100 

Octagonal  Halves 

1 - 140 

8 - 

95 

Round  Halves 

2 - 

125 

Octagonal  Dollars 

2 - 325 

4 - 

600 

Round  Dollars 

2-1  995 

Rarity  8,  4-8 

Octagonal  Quarters 

2 - 

110 

Round  Quarters 

2 - 

500 

Octagonal  Halves 

2 - 

155 

Round  Halves 

1 - 

660 

Octagonal  Dollars 

1 -1  980 

3- 

950 

Round  Dollars 

1 5- 

175 

24- 

195 

76 

- 340 

38- 

345 

14- 

215 

33- 

240 

7 1 

- 275 

51- 

320 

15- 

145 

32- 

190 

55 

- 260 

39- 

300 

29- 

170 

26- 

310 

51 

- 290 

7- 

375 

12- 

440 

18- 

650 

23 

- 700 

4-105  0 

3- 

855 

10-1  300 

6 

-2000 

2-2  0 2 0 

7- 

190 

10- 

345 

25- 

480 

16-  525 

12- 

250 

14- 

315 

29- 

390 

24-  445 

15- 

145 

32- 

190 

55- 

260 

39-  300 

16- 

465 

14- 

615 

30- 

515 

4-  740 

6- 

810 

8- 

750 

4- 

720 

1-1375 

2 -4 

190 

2-1  790 

3- 

1995 

3-  320 

3-  695 

7-  910 

1-  440 

2-  240 
5-  185 

2-  675 

4-10  70 

3-  705 

6-132  5 

1-1320 

1-209  0 

2-1100 

Rarity  9,  2-3 

Round  Halves  

Octagonal  Dollars  2-  450  1-  990 

Rarity  10,  Unique  None  ottered  at  auction  in  last  three  I years. 


1-1540 
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WASHINGTON,  25  CENTS,  and  EAGLES 
AUCTION  PRICES  PAID,  1996-1998  by  DENOMIN  ATION  and  GRADE 


Variety  40-45  50-55  58-61  62-63  64-65 

BG722,  UR5,  Washington  2-  480  1 - 690  2 - 690 

BG723,  UR6,  Washington  None 

BG724,  UR8,  Washington  None 

BG818,  UR5,  Washington  1-40  0 2-6  75  3-750 

BG201,  UR8,  25  CENTS  None 

BG202,  UR7,  25  CENTS  1-3737  

BG220,  UR8,  Defiant  Eagle  None 

BG301,  UR7,  Eagle  1 -1  8 70  

BG302,  UR5,  Eagle  3-1  205  2-1  440  2-1  490 

BG303,  UR7,  Eagle  1-725  

BG402,  UR  10.  Eagle  None 

BG410,  UR9,  Eagle  None 

BG411,  UR8,  Eagle  1-2015  (grade  20,  scratched) 

BG412,  UR9,  Eagle  None 

BG413,  UR8,  Eagle  None 

BG435,  UR5,  Arms  of  Calif.  2-2040  1 -561  0 1-3680  --• 

BG436,  UR6,  Eagle  1 - 575(solder)1 -2  640  

BG501,  UR6,  Eagle  2-228  0 1 -1  1 00  

BG502,  UR9,  Eagle  None 

BG503,  UR8,  Eagle  None 

BG504,  UR6,  Eagle  5-29  6 0 1-231  0 

BG513,  UR9,  Eagle  None 

BG534,  UR7,  Eagle  1 -429  0 

BG604,  UR9,  Eagle  None 
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AmericanNumismatic 

ASSOCIATION 

818  Noi  lh  C'ascailc  Avciuic 
Colorado  Springs,  CO  80903-3279 
719/  632-2646  • FAX;  719/  634-4085 
anaCflOnoncy.org 
hilp://w  ww.moiicy.org 

November  2,  1998 

Don  Kagin 
98  Main  Street  #201 
Tiburon,  CA  94920 

Dear  Don: 

Several  years  ago  one  of  the  popular  Summer  Seminar  courses  was  "A  Numismatic  Tour  of 
Colorado."  Size  was  limited  to  no  more  than  twelve  participants.  This  was  to  ensure  that  one 
small  bus  would  suffice. 


We  would  start  at  ANA  Headquarters  on  the  morning  after  the  Seminar  opened  and  head  North 
to  Golden,  Colorado  to  overnight  at  the  Colorado  School  of  Mines  were  we  would  tour  their 
museum  on  gold  mining  and  participate  in  a lecture  by  one  ol  the  professors  on  the  mineral 
history  of  this  state. 

We  would  then  proceed  on  to  Leadville,  Colorado,  for  an  overnight  stay  and  a series  of  lectures 
put  on  by  the  local  historical  society  on  Baby  Doe  Tabor.  We  would  make  a pilgrimage  up  to 
the  Matchless  Mine  were  Baby  Doe  died  in  1935.  The  next  day  we  would  continue  on  down  to 
Mount  Princeton  Hot  Springs  and  up  over  Chalk  Creek  for  a visit  to  the  ghost  town  of  St.  Elmo. 

Returning  from  St.  Elmo  we  had  a spot  were  we  would  stop  and  actually  pan  for  gold.  Other 
towns  visited  included  Tin  Cup,  Gunnison,  Victor  and  Cripple  Creek  before  returning  to  Colorado 
College  in  time  for  the  graduation  ceremonies  on  the  last  day. 

Adna  Wilde  and  I were  the  instructors  on  that  but  we  were  wondering  if  you  would  consider 
doing  such  a tour  during  the  course  of  the  ANA  Summer  Seminar. 

Your  book  on  the  private  and  territorial  gold  coins  would  be  a natural  study  for  the  students. 
The  dat^s-^i^t;  next  year’s  Summer  Seminar  is  from  July  10  to  16.  Give  me  a call  if  you  are 
inlorpSted  and  we  can  discuss  it  lurther. 

/' 


Rochette 
Interim  Executive  Director 

cc:  Education  Dept. 


^mcerely,^ 


dward  C. 


Worlii's  largest  or;^iwiziitioii  for  collectors  of  coins,  pnper  iiioiici/,  nicilols  & tokens  • Chnrtcrctl  by  Con;^rcss 
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TELEVISION  DID  NOT  DO  VIRGINIA  CITY  JUSTICE 

By  Rick  Chandler 


Anyone  familiar  with  television's  version  of  Virginia  City  - that  which  was 
portrayed  on  the  "Bonanza"  series  - is  usually  surprised  when  confronted  with  the 
real  thing.  "The  real  Virginia  City  was  made  of  iron  and  brick  not  the  pecky  cedar 
storefronts  you  see  on  television,"  said  Ronald  M.  James,  author  or  "The  Roar  and 
the  Silence:  A History  of  Virginia  City  and  the  Comstock  Lode"  (University  of 
Nevada  Press,  1998),  the  first  comprehensive  history  in  more  than  a century  of  the 
West's  signature  mining  town,  "I  was  up  there  the  other  day,  and  I heard  two 
tourists  talking.  The  husband  looked  around,  and  said  to  his  wife,  "This  isn't  as 
good  as  the  one  on  TV." 

Indeed,  Virginia  City  is  a surprise  to  tourists  who  expect  to  walk  onto  a movie  set. 
The  real  thing  is  built  on  hills  and  steep  grades,  and  a complete  walking  tour  leaves 
people  with  heaving  chests  and  a real  appreciation  for  history.  Virginia  City  was 
virtually  carved  into  the  side  of  Mt.  Davidson.  It  was  built  to  last,  and  it  has  - 
although  the  famed  mining  boomtown  has  redefined  itself  several  times. 

And  that  is  the  focus  of  James'  book  - Virginia  City,  past  and  present,  is  a place 
which  defies  easy  description.  "Virginia  City  was  an  extremely  complex  place," 
said  James,  the  state  historic  preservation  officer  for  the  state  of  Nevada  Depart- 
ment of  Museums,  Library  and  Arts  in  Carson  City.  "At  its  height,  it  was  a 
thriving,  international  city  with  all  the  contradictions  and  complexities  one  would 
expect  in  a big  city." 

"Virginia  City  was  one  of  the  more  significant  resources  in  the  history  of  the  West. 
They  took  billions  of  dollars  of  gold  and  silver  from  its  hills.  Yet  there  has  been 
no  comprehensive  historical  treatment  since  1883.  "I  decided,  well,  it's  been  a 
hundred  years.  It's  time  this  was  dealt  with."  James  mines  the  rich  history  of  his 
subject  with  the  same  determination  of  the  original  speculators,  many  of  whom 
grew  rich  on  the  Comstock  Lode. 

Their  stories  are  all  there:  such  as  that  of  John  Mackay,  an  Irish  immigrant  who 
arrived  in  town  from  the  gold  fields  of  the  western  slope  without  a penny  to  his 
name.  In  only  14  years,  Mackay  owned  several  mines  and  was  a millionaire  - one 
of  the  richest  men  in  the  world. 


8 


VIRGINIA  CITY  continued... 


Men  also  made  their  fortunes  in  the  railroad  and  lumber  industries,  as  well  as 
banking  and  other  endeavors.  And  there  were  other  colorful  characters,  such  as  the 
illustrious  Samuel  Clemens,  who  adopted  the  pen  name  Mark  Twain  during  a stint 
as  a reporter  for  the  Territorial  Enterprise  - a Virginia  City  daily  newspaper  - in  the 
1860s. 

But  James'  book  is  not  a mere  snapshot  of  the  wealthy  and  the  famous.  He  fleshes 
out  his  subject  in  a way  no  other  author  has.  "I  tried  to  ask  the  questions  no  other 
historian  had  asked,"  James  said.  "Virginia  City  was  very  diverse,  and  I wanted  to 
document  that.  A lot  of  people  didn't  know  about  the  city's  extensive  Spanish- 
speaking community,  for  instance.  There  was  a general  misperception  of  the  role 
that  women  played  there.  "Many  people  think  that  the  first  women  to  settle  in 
Virginia  City  were  prostitutes.  But  that  wasn't  true.  The  first  women  were 
married.  They  had  children  and  did  laundry  like  most  other  women  of  the  day." 

James'  work  is  also  rich  in  the  details  - taking  advantage  of  current  technology  to 
track  all  sorts  of  data  about  the  region  that  had  before  been  unavailable.  He 
weaves  printed  documents,  demographic  analysis,  newspaper  accounts, 
archeological  findings  and  unpublished  manuscript  records  to  bring  the  famous 
mining  region  into  clear  focus. 

While  most  other  mining  towns  in  the  West  have  long  since  vanished,  Virginia 
City  lives  on.  Why?  "Most  mining  towns  were  flashes  in  the  pan,"  James  said. 
"When  the  money  ran  out,  people  left.  But  the  Comstock  Lode  is  extensive  in  a 
way  most  pockets  of  gold  and  silver  are  not."  "The  original  Comstock  Lode 
produced  for  a sold  25  years,  with  quite  a few  years  of  hope  after  that.  There  were 
more  discoveries  off  and  on  until  1942,  when  the  federal  government  prohibited 
gold  and  silver  mining  because  of  the  war  effort."  But  Virginia  City  kept  reinvent- 
ing itself 

"Beginning  as  early  was  the  1930s,  Virginia  City  began  to  blossom  into  a magnet 
for  artists,  literati  and  others  wishing  to  experience  the  Wild  West,"  he  said.  "It 
became  very  bohemian.  Then  by  the  1960s,  a counterculture  movement  emerged. 
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VIRGINIA  CITY  continued.... 


The  Red  Dog  Saloon  was  a well-known  hangout,  featuring  Janis  Joplin  and  Big 
Brother  and  the  Holding  Company.  Ken  Kesey  and  his  Merry  Pranksters  came 
through  the  Comstock  before  Tom  Wolfe  wrote  of  their  exploits  in  his  "Electric 
Kool-Aid  Acid  Test." 

"The  Charlatans  became  something  of  a house  band  at  the  Red  Dog.  When  they 
returned  to  California,  they  brought  back  'the  San  Francisco  Sound'."  The  town 
experienced  another  boom  when  "Bonanza"  hit  the  television  airwaves.  "The  TV 
show  created  a huge  market  for  tourism  (which  lasts  to  this  day),"  James  said.  "It 
gave  Virginia  City  a new  lease  on  life,  although  the  bohemian  types  were  disgusted 
with  what  TV  did  to  their  town.  Most  of  them  left.  But  the  tourists  kept  coming. 
The  town  is  constantly  transforming  itself." 

James  validates  a few  myths  and  explodes  others.  But  one  myth  he  is  still  not  sure 
about  involves  the  previously  mentioned  James  Mackay.  Mackay,  as  legend  has  it, 
arrived  in  town  with  his  partner.  Jack  O'Brien,  hoping  to  get  work  in  the  Ophir 
Mine.  As  they  approached  the  city,  O'Brien  turned  to  Mackey  and  asked,  "John 
have  you  got  any  money?"  "Not  a cent,"  answered  Mackay.  O'Brien  then  said, 
"Well,  I've  only  got  a half  dollar  and  here  it  goes."  With  that,  O'Brien  hurled  his 
coin  into  the  sagebrush.  "The  story  may  be  fanciful  ..."  says  James  in  "The  Roar 
and  the  Silence."  "More  than  a part  of  actual  history,  however,  the  story  illustrates 
the  outlook  that  prevailed  among  many  who  first  arrived  at  the  strike...  a cavalier 
attitude,  combined  with  the  idea  that  small  stakes  mattered  little,  formed  the  mind- 
set of  Mackay  and  others. 

That  feeling  of  freedom  and  unlimited  possibilities  survives  to  this  day.  More  than 
100  years  after  Mackay  arrived  in  Virginia  City,  people  are  still  exploring  its 
mines,  saloons  and  mansions. 
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COLORFUL  TOUR  GUIDE  BRINGS  OUT  THE  REAL 

VIRGINIA  CITY,  NEVADA 

By  Rich  Chandler 


In  many  ways,  Carl  Kuttel  is  a man  out  of  time.  With  a ready  wit  and  the  spirit  of 
a Wild  West  entrepreneur,  he  would  have  been  well  suited  to  the  rough-and- 
tumble  mining  boomtown  of  Virginia  City,  circa  1859  or  so.  Instead,  Kuttel 
brings  the  legends  of  the  Comstock  Lode  to  life  circa  1998,  as  manager  of 
Virginia  City,  Tours,  Inc. 

"I  have  a lot  of  respect  for  this  town,"  said  Kuttel,  44,  who  has  conducted  driving 
tours  down  Virginia  City's  historic  streets  for  1 1 years.  "I  admire  how  it  has 
survived  this  far.  It's  a tough  old  city." 

Once  the  quintessential  mining  town  in  the  West,  Virginia  City  boasted  a peak 
population  of  40,000  in  1875  - an  impressive  number  for  the  time.  It  once  rivaled 
San  Francisco  in  importance  and  sophistication,  and  was  responsible  for  Nevada 
becoming  a state.  These  days  there  are  only  700  full  time  residents  in  the 
community  tucked  into  the  mountains  just  northeast  of  Carson  City.  But  another 
1 .4  million  visit  as  tourists  every  year,  making  Virginia  City  one  of  the  most 
popular  tourist  destinations  in  the  West. 

Virginia  City  was  the  site  of  the  illustrious  Comstock  Lode,  a mammoth  silver 
strike  in  1859  which  helped  change  the  face  of  the  West.  Its  colorful  history  was 
populated  with  heroes  and  scoundrels,  millionaires  and  thieves.  Mark  Twain 
worked  for  a time  at  one  of  the  daily  newspapers,  the  Territorial  Enterprise.  It  is 
this  rich  bounty  which  Kuttel  mines  on  a daily  basis,  regaling  tour  passengers 
with  tales  of  silver  kings,  railroad  barons  and  at  least  one  "lady  of  the  evening" 
with  the  proverbial  heart  of  gold. 

"What  I try  and  impress  on  people  is  that  Virginia  City  is  a real  town,"  Kuttel 
said.  "I'm  not  a carnival  type  person,  and  I wouldn't  do  this  if  it  was  like  a ride  at 
Disneyland.  This  is  real  history,  the  kind  of  thing  that  has  fascinated  me  since  1 
was  a child."  Kuttel,  who  was  bom  and  raised  in  Truckee  and  still  resides  there, 
took  over  as  manager  of  the  business  owned  by  his  mother-in-law  in  1977  when 
the  former  driver,  Lee  Mayfield,  retired. 
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Colorful  tour  guide.... 

It  was  then  that  he  began  studying  Virginia  City  history  in  earnest,  devouring 
every  book  he  could  find  on  the  subject.  "For  four  years  I read  every  night  for 
two  hours,"  he  said.  "I've  always  been  fascinated  with  the  history  of  the  Old 
West,  so  this  is  a natural  for  me.  But  there's  so  much  history  here,  I find  that  I'm 
still  learning  things." 

Kuttel  estimates  that  he  has  conducted  more  than  30,000  tours  over  the  years, 
taking  up  to  32  passengers  at  a time  on  the  2 1/2  mile,  20-minute  trip  on  a 
replicate  San  Francisco  trolley  (in  the  fall  and  winter)  and  an  open-air  tram  (in 
spring  and  summer).  He  and  fellow  driver  Herb  Griffith  combine  to  run  as  many 
as  16  trips  a day  on  the  tour,  which  is  available  year-round,  weather  permitting. 
Passengers  embark  from  the  C Street  parking  lot  in  the  center  of  town,  next  door 
to  the  Bucket  of  Blood  Saloon. 

The  tour  includes  a trip  down  historic  South  C Street,  site  of  the  notorious 
Barbary  Coast  section  of  to\vn  - infamous  in  its  day  for  gambling,  fistfights  and 
various  forms  of  gunplay.  There  are  also  views  of  mansions,  "houses  of  ill 
repute,"  churches,  mines  and  the  massive  Fourth  Ward  School  Building,  which 
housed  more  than  1,000  students  in  1875. 

"One  of  the  most  impressive  things  about  this  town  is  the  incredible  amount  of 
work  it  took  to  accomplish  the  engineering  feats  that  they  did."  Kuttel  said. 

"They  had  to  create  mining  operations,  build  railroads,  install  water  systems,  and 
bring  in  timber.  This  was  all  new;  they  didn’t  have  any  books  to  consult,  nothing 
they  could  look  up  to  tell  them  what  to  do.  They  just  had  to  go  out  and  do  it." 
"And  that  was  the  true  spirit  of  the  Old  West.  Virginia  City  was  a place  of 
discovery  and  infinite  possibilities." 

Kuttel  graduated  high  school  in  Truckee,  and  attended  the  University  of  Nevada, 
Reno,  on  a music  scholarship.  He  has  played  base  trombone  for  the  Reno 
Philharmonic  and  the  Nevada  Opera  Orchestra. 

"But  I really  didn't  want  to  play  in  clubs,"  he  said.  "My  father  is  a contractor,  and 
I went  into  business  with  him  consulting  on  water  sources.  We've  been  very 
successful  with  that."  But  he  soon  heeded  the  siren  call  of  Virginia  City,  where 
he  helps  bring  history  into  focus  52  weeks  a year.  "The  people  who  made  it  big 
in  the  Comstock  were  a unique  breed,"  Kuttel  said.  "The  story  of  Virginia  City  is 
the  story  of  people  who  grabbed  ahold  of  the  tail  of  a kite  and  held  on." 
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WELLS  FARGO  HISTORY 


Please  note  that  in  this  Stockton  Directory  - taken  from  a horrible  photocopy  reprint  edition  - 
compiled  in  April  1852,  that  Moffat  & Co.  ingots  are  at  par  - of  course  I do  not  know  if  this  is  a 
reference  to  small  bars  of  various  denominations  or  the  $50  gold  "slugs".  I'd  bet  on  the  latter. 


By  early  1851,  the  fixed  price  of  dust  had  risen  from  the  $16  set  in  1848  to  $17  an  ounce, 
hence  these  tables. 


Regards 


Robert  J.  Chandler 


^’A'LUE  OE  GOLD  AND  BlLVEll  COIN, 


Moll’at  & Co.,  ingots  and  small  coin,  par. 
Wass,  Moliior  Sc  Co.,  par. 

.P)aUlwin,  Dubosque,  Scdiultz,  Dunbar,  all  ten 


per  cent  discount. 

Gold  Dust,  dleun,  ju'r  rmiYCC. 


Doubloons,  - -•1>li6,00{ 

'<ovcrei,givs, 

10  Thalers,-  - - 8,00 


"li'O  f'rancB,  - - - $4,00 
10  Guilders,-  - - 4,00 
5 Frances-  - — - 96 


']>:misli  and  .''Mexican  .Dollars,  $1/02  to  $1,0-1. 


Freight  atuliinsuraKce  ■orPCJ'olId  Dusr,<l’jy  .\d- 
ims  Sc  Co.’’s'E?jpress,  ckrougHi  to  New  York,  and 
■IwliTcrcd,  any  ainount  over  $1,000,  6 per  cent. 


The  Iblloxving  table  of  the  munber  of  poujid.s 
jf  various  articles  to  a bn.«hcl,  may  be  of  inie- 
<;.<t  to  our  readers. 

Of  Wheat,  sixty  pounds. 

01  Siielled  Corn,  lifty-six  pounds, 

Of  Corn  on  ilie  cob,  seventy  pounds. 

Of  Uye,  fifty-six  pounds. 

01  Oats,  tlm'D^-six  pounds. 

Ol  Barley,  forty  pounds. 

/,)!  .1‘otq.toes,  sixty  jiounds. 

.Of  Clover  Seed  sixty  pound.*;, 
lOt  Timothy  Seed,  mrty-five  pound*. 

Of  FI  ax  Seed,  .forty-five  pouiid.s, 

01  Hemp  Seed,  fortyrfour  jiounds. 

Ol  Buekwbcctt,  (ifty-two  pounds, 

>Ol  Blue  Grass  Seed,  fourteen  pounds. 

Ol  Castor  Bea,u6,  forty-six  pouad.s. 

Ot  Dried  Pcacdies,  thirty-tbroc  pounds. 
f/fOnlonSj  jQfty-scvcn  pound.r. 


THE 

STOCKTON  DIRECTORY, 

AND 

EMIGRANTS’  GUIDE 

TO  THE 

SOUTHERN  MINES. 


PUDLIDHED  DEHI-ANNUALLY. 


Stockton: 

MUSHED  AT  THE  “SAN  JOAQUIN  REPUBLICAN '» 
OmCE,  AND  SOLD  BV  ALL  BOOKSLLLElia. 
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TuIjIc  lui'  GolJ  Dust  :it  $17  per  o/. 
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ERIC  P.  NEWMAN  NUMISMATIC  EDUCATION  SOCIETY 


6450  Cecil  Avenue,  St.  Louis,  Missouri  63J05 


Mr.  Donald  Kagin  January  4,  lyyy 

y«  Main  St.,  no.  2ui 
Ti^Duron,  Ca  94^zu 


Dear  Don: 

I enclose  some  photocopies  of  material  1 just  received  which 
ouqht  to  be  of  interest  for  publication  by  you  in  Brasher  Bulletin. 

it  has  been  sent  to  me  by  william  Slaughter  pursuant  to  my 
reguest.  You  may  order  a photo  for  him  if  you  wish.  Copy  of  his 
letter  is  enclosed. 

This  all  came  about  by  my  finding  a view  of  the  Salt  Lake  City 
Mint  in  my  library-  My  view  differed  slightly  from  the  view  you 
published  on  page  J.83  of  your  opus.  My  view  came  from  Prarie  6i 
Ro-ckv  Mountain  Adventures!  Columbus , 185y  ) by  John  van  Tramp.  Your 
view  apparently  could  come  from  The  Progress  of  the  Republic 
(Washington  1856)  by  Richard  s.  Fisher  (Please  confirm  if  that  is 
correct  as  you  give  that  date).  The  title  of  your  view  says  *'Salt 
Lake"  instead  of  "Salt  Lake  City",  but  at  least  the  right  building 
can  be  identified  now.  There  is  no  lake  in  the  picture. 

Please,  please , make  me  photocopies  of  the  three  Brasher 
Bulletin  issues  which  I am  missing.  They  are  Vol.  3,  Nos.  1 2 
and  Vol.  9,  No.  3. 

Please  send  Slaughter  a copy  of  your  bulletin  if  you  use  his 
material . 


X 
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January  4,  1999 


Mr.  William  Slaughter 
History  Department 

Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter  Day  Saints 
50  E.  North  Temple  Street 
Salt  Lake  City,  Utah  84150-3800 

Dear  Mr.  Slaughter; 

Thank  you  for  your  interesting  December  29,  1998  letter  about  the  Mormon  mint  building. 

I greatly  appreciate  your  findings  and  the  work  you  did  to  assemble  them.  The  view  I sent 
you  is  from  Prairie  & Rocky  Mountain  Adventures  (Columbus  1859)  by  John  Van  Tramp  in 
both  the  1859  and  1860  editions.  There  is  a similar  view  I believe,  in  Progress  of  the  Republic 
(Washington  1856)  by  Richard  S.  Fisher. 

1 will  submit  your  material  to  Donald  Kagin  who  publishes  a bulletin  on  American  pioneer 
gold  coinage  and  will  have  him  send  you  any  publication  he  uses  it  for.  He  may  ask  you  for  a 
copy  of  the  photograph  you  have.  Your  cooperation  is  exemplary  and  your  expertise  is  evident 


BOWERY  MINT  AND  PRESIDENT’S  HOUSE,  GREAT  SALT  LAKE  CITY 
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REQUEST  FOR  PHOTOGRAPHIC  PRINTS 


HISTORICAL  DEPARTMENT  - ARCHIVES  DIVISION 
50  EAST  NORTH  TEMPLE  STREET 
SALT  LAKE  CITY,  UTAH  84150 


Mint  viewing  left  to  right,  previous  page 


Old  Tabernacle  1 

Mint  2 

President’s  House  3 

Council  Houses  4 


The  Church  of  Jesus  Christ 
of  Latter-Day  Saints 


Enclosed  photo  of  Mormon  Mint  (center)  5 
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Zerbe's  Panama-  Pacific  Gold  Token  Patterns 

by  Jay  Roe 

Zerbe,  a past  president  of  the  ANA,  was  the  U.S.  Mint 
representative  at  several  expositions  early  this  centuiy.  At  the 
Panama-Pacific  Expo,  he  marketed  the  U.S.  Mint's  five 
commemorative  coins  mounted  in  a copper  frame  lined  with 
purple  velvet.  He  also  marketed  the  set  called  "Coins  of  the 
Golden  West"  that  were  mounted  in  the  same  velvet  - lined 
copper  frame  (see  color  picture).  It  is  estimated  that  about  seven 
of  these  latter  copper  frames  are  still  in  existence  with 
approximately  an  equal  number  of  complete  sets  outside  of  the 
copper  frame.  It  should  be  noted  that  tokens  that  have  been 
removed  from  the  copper  frame  often  look  corroded  on  one  side, 
but  this  is  only  the  glue  used  to  hold  the  token  in  place  in  the 
frame  and  can  be  removed  with  solvent. 

The  set  consists  of  36  solid  ca.  10  kt.  gold  tokens-  - 12  sets  of 
1/4,  1/2,  and  ONE.  Four  of  these  sets  are  Alaska  Gold  consisting 
of  A.Y.P.E.,  round  and  octagonal  Pinch  sets,  and  the  exceedingly 
rare  Parka  set. 

Four  are  California  sets  consisting  of  round  and  octagonal 
Minerva  Head  and  round  and  octagonal  Indian  Head  sets  (rarer 
than  Minerva  Head).  Individual  members  of  some  of  these 
California  and  Alaska  Pinch  tokens  can  be  found  with  different 
dates  and  some  of  these  dates  such  as  "1849"  are  relatively  rare 
and  could  be  considered  patterns.  The  reverse  of  these  California 
tokens  all  have  a bear  at  the  bottom  of  the  reverse  and  this  design 
has  been  copied  in  thousands  of  replicas  which  fortunately  are  not 
exact  copies  of  the  original  tokens  and  are  usually  base  metal  with 
a gold  wash. 

Tlie  last  four  sets  of  these  tokens  are  the  State  gold  consisting  of 
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one  set  each  for  Washington,  Montana,  Oregon  and  Idaho.  A 
number  of  the  tokens  in  this  set  were  marketed  separately, 
especially  the  A.Y.P.E.  set,  which  was  marketed  first  at  the 
Alaska-Yukon-Pacific  Exposition  in  1909.  Die  varieties  are 
common  in  the  A.Y.P.E.,  Pinch,  and  California  tokens. 

Over  the  years  I have  stumbled  onto  three  gold  tokens  that  are 
obviously  unused  patterns  for  the  "Coins  of  the  Golden  West"  set. 
One  is  a 1914  Montana  gold  piece  that  is  14.5  millimeters  in 
diameter  while  the  identical  Montana  ONE  is  12.65  millimeters  in 
diameter.  This  came  out  of  Auction  1982,  lot  887,  and  is  now  in 
the  possession  of  a West  Coast  Collector/Dealer.  The  difference 
in  size  is  quite  noticeable  and  suggests  that  it  might  be  a TWO. 

The  next  pattern  is  an  1897  Indian  Head  with  the  reverse  of  the 
ONE  Parka  Alaska  Gold.  This  is  in  my  collection  and  I have 
never  seen  or  heard  of  another. 

The  third  pattern  is  an  1849  ARIZONA  GOLD  ONE  that  was 
obviously  considered  as  a potential  State  Gold  piece.  I have  two 
of  these  and  have  never  seen  nor  heard  of  another. 

If  anyone  knows  of  any  other  Zerbe  patterns  I would  appreciate 
knowing  about  them. 

Jay  Roe  California  Gold 
PO  Box  5646 
Madison,  WI  53705 
Tel;  (608)238-0941 
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CHEST  FILLED  WITH  GOLD,  SILVER  FOUND 
IN  DEATH  VALLEY  CAVE 


DEATH  VALLEY  NATIONAL  PARK  - An  archeologist's  search  of  a cave 
yielded  a wooden  chest  filled  with  gold  and  silver  coins,  apparently  hidden  149 
years  ago  during  an  ill-fated  Gold  Rush  expedition  across  the  harsh  California 
desert.  Among  the  treasures  were  journals  documenting  the  wagon  train  trek  of 
'49er  William  Robinson,  who  was  among  some  100  men,  women  and  children 
seeking  the  gold-laden  foothills  of  the  Sierra  Nevada  but  ended  up  in  the 
merciless  valley. 

"I  was  just  blown  away,"  archeologist  Jerry  Freeman  said.  "Nothing  prepared 
me  for  this."  Freeman,  a semi-retired  substitute  teacher  with  a degree  in 
archeology  from  Long  Beach  City  College,  said  he  has  always  been  fascinated 
with  the  pioneers  who  left  Salt  Lake  City  in  an  ill-conceived  attempt  to  skirt  the 
south  end  of  the  Sierra  Nevada  and  ended  up  crossing  Death  Valley  in 
November,  1849. 

"I  consider  them  some  of  the  most  intrepid  pioneers  in  U.S.  history,"  said 
Freeman,  56,  of  Pear  Blossom.  Eventually,  the  pioneers  ended  up  near  what  is 
now  Valencia  in  northern  Los  Angeles  County,  300  miles  southwest  of  their 
original  destination. 

Freeman  organized  a five-person  archeological  team,  including  his  two  adult 
daughters,  to  follow  the  pioneers'  route  in  December  1998.  He  made  his 
discovery  in  November  1998,  during  a reconnaissance  hike.  The  chest  was 
propped  up  on  boulders  and  a board  but  remained  hidden  in  mint  condition 
seemingly  unscathed  by  time.  A hymnal  tucked  inside  the  trunk  contained  a 
hauntingly  poignant  letter  written  by  Robinson.  "My  Dear  Edwin,"  Robinson 
wrote.  "Note,  now  we  should  have  gone  around...  if  I'm  not  home  by  February, 
then  I probably  will  not  make  it  out. . ." 

Robinson  died  26  days  later  on  January  28,  1850.  Freeman  believes  the 
pioneers  would  have  tried  to  escape  Death  Valley  through  snowcapped  Pinto 
Peak  at  Jayhawker  Canyon  near  what  is  now  Lone  Pine,  a community  on  U.S. 
395.  He  hiked  to  Pinto  Peak  on  November  28th  and  found  a boning  knife  and 
oxen  shoe  that  led  him  to  a ridge  with  outcroppings.  The  chest  was  unearthed 
from  the  deepest  of  two  caves.  The  team  found  a manifest  of  the  trunk's 
contents  dated  January  2,  1850,  along  with  nearly  80  pieces  of  currency, 
including  $5  and  $10  gold  pieces  and  a number  of  silver  dollars. 

None  of  the  money  appears  to  have  dates  after  1849,  Freeman  said.  He 
estimated  the  total  worth  at  $500,000. 
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GOLD  RUSH  SETTLER’S  TRUNK  A FAKE, 
PARK  SERVICE  SAYS 


LOS  ANGELES  - A trunk  purported  to  be  a 149-year-old  relic  belonging  to 
a band  of  Gold  Rush  settlers  is  a fake  and  contains  glue  from  the  20'*^  century, 
the  National  Park  Service  said. 

Teacher  Jerry  Freeman  became  an  instant  celebrity  this  month  by  announcing 
the  discovery  of  the  trunk.  Newspapers  and  television  programs  across  the 
country  featured  his  find  - a wooden  chest  containing  perfectly  preserved  shoes, 
pottery  bowls  and  a letter  bearing  the  name  William  Robinson,  a pioneer  who 
died  after  crossing  Death  Valley  in  the  great  California  Gold  Rush. 

The  park  service,  after  bringing  in  archaeologists  and  curators  from  the 
Smithsonian  Institution,  announced  Wednesday  the  letter  was  a fake  and  that 
some  of  the  trunk's  contents,  most  notably  glue  containing  polymers,  were  from 
the  20'^  century.  The  park  service  would  not  say  which  items  contained  the 
glue. 

"I  won't  call  it  a hoax,"  park  service  spokesman  Tim  Stone  said  yesterday. 

"At  this  point  we  know  that  the  chest  isn't  from  the  49'ers  era.  And  whoever 
wrote  that  letter,  we  know  it's  not  real." 

Freeman,  a substitute  teacher  who  majored  in  archaeology  and  has  traced  the 
party's  route  since  1985,  insists  he  did  not  plant  the  chest.  He  said  he  discovered 
the  trunk  in  November  in  a rock  cave. 

"All  I did  was  find  the  box,"  he  said. 
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A Numismatic  Puzzle 

The  obverse  die  of  BG415  & BG418 
By  Mike  Locke 


rhe  obverse  of  BG415  is  described  by  Walter  Breen  in  “California  Pioneer  Fractional 
Gold”  as  “1853  12  stars,  first  above  bust  point  and  joining  it;  reverse  of...  Stray  curl  in 
middle  of  coronet,  unlike  other  dies  of  this  type...”.  Walter  Breen  also  notes  that  BG41 8 
was  made  from  the  same  obverse  die.  As  the  illustration  below  demonstrates,  not  only  is 
there  a stray  curl  in  the  middle  of  the  coronet,  there  is  another  stray  curl  in  the  combed 
hair  behind  the  coronet,  2 nearly  parallel  curved  lines  running  down  the  front  of  the  face, 
and  a small  rim  cud  at  K4. 

It  seems  that  it  would  be  very  unlikely  that  all  of  these  marks,  taken  together,  could  have 
been  the  result  of  die  polisliing  or  re-engraving.  As  a result,  the  question  needs  to  be 
asked:  “why  are  these  marks  on  this  die?” 
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I he  next  picture  is  an  overlay  of  this  coin  on  itself.  1 his  demonstrates  that  the  extra 
design  elements  were  created  by  the  engraver’s  device  punch.  I propose  that  this  die  was 
made  with  the  following  sequence  of  steps: 

1)  M Deriberpe's  punch  was  placed  on  the  die  and  pressed  into  it  oiVset  olTof  the  edge  of 
the  die 

2)  Upon  realizing  this  error,  M Deriberpe  polished  the  die  down,  elVacing  most  of  the 
original  image,  but  leaving  a few  parts  of  the  original  punching  on  the  die. 

3)  The  now  almost  blank  die  was  punched  again,  this  time  correctly.  Because  most  ol 
the  original  punching  was  effaced,  the  second  punching  had  no  relationship  to  the  lirst 
punching. 

As  can  be  seen  in  the  overlay,  this  coin  is  perhaps  the  widest  rotational  offset  doubled  die 
in  existance.  The  rotation  is  85  degrees.  It  is  possible  that  the  rim  cud  at  K4  is  unrelated 
to  this  unusual  repunching  of  the  die.  However,  it  is  also  possible  that  the  first  punching 
injured  the  metal  where  the  bust  point  extends  oft'  of  the  die,  predisposing  the  rim  of  the 
die  to  chip  at  that  point. 
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ANNOUNCING  A CAMPAIGN  TO  HAVE 

CALIFORNIA  SMALL  DENOMINATION  GOLD 
COINS  LISTED  IN  THE  COIN  WORLD  "TRENDS" 
SECTION,  THE  NUMISMATIC  NEWS  "COIN 
MARKET"  SECTION,  AND  OTHER  PRICE  GUIDES 


Prof.  Robert  H.  Lande 


I believe  that  the  "Trends"  section  of  Coin  World,  the  "Coin 
Market,"  the  Numismatic  News  pricing  guide,  and  other  coin 
pricing  guides  should  list  valuations  for  the  major  types  of 
California  Small  Denomination  Gold  Coins.  If  these  sources  did 
list  values  for  the  major  types  of  these  pieces  this  would  have  a 
number  of  advantages,  including:  1.  Help  beginning  collectors 

know  how  much  to  pay  for  these  coins;  2.  Give  additional 
legitimacy  to  the  area,  and  2 . Encourage  others  to  begin 
collecting  these  pieces. 

It  is  noteworthy  that: 

1.  These  coins  are  already  listed  by  major  type,  with  values,  in 
both  the  Redbook  and  in  the  Krause  Standard  Catalogue  of  World 
Coins  (19th  Century  edition) . (Interestingly,  Krause  publishes 
Numismatic  News  as  well  - why  do  they  list  these  pieces  in  the 
Standard  Catalogue  of  World  Coins  but  not  in  Numismatic  News?) 

2.  PCGS  has  certified  more  than  15,000  of  these  coins,  further 
legitimizing  them,  and  showing  that  they  are  actively  traded  and 
collected.  An  estimated  25,000  exist  in  total.  They  appear  for 
sale  at  most  major  auctions  and  on  a number  of  dealer  price 
lists.  Thus,  unlike  certain  areas  of  numismatics,  these  pieces 
are  not  so  unusual,  infrequently  traded,  and  distinct  that  there 
is  little  point  to  listing  them. 

The  number  of  these  coins  that  PCGS  has  certified  is  far 
greater  than  the  number  they  have  certified  for  many  categories 
of  coins  that  are  currently  listed.  For  example,  the  Coin  World 
Trends  section  lists  valuations  for  Gobrecht  dollars.  Trends 
features  a photograph  of  a Gobrecht  dollar  and  values  for  8 of 
them,  taking  up  more  than  4 inches  in  total.  These  coins  list 
for  $3,600  to  $135,000,  and  PCGS  has  certified  less  then  200 
Gobrecht  dollars  in  total!  Clearly,  these  are  not  very  widely 
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collected  items.  If  there  is  a shortage  of  space,  and  Coin  World 
is  deciding  which  to  list,  it  would  make  much  more  sense  for  them 
to  list  California  Small  Denomination  Gold  coins  instead. 

In  fact,  PCGS  has  only  certified  as  many  as  15,000  coins  for 
a small  number  of  series  - the  vast  majority  of  series  have  far 
fewer  then  15,000  certified  pieces.  California  Small 
Denomination  Gold  is  much  more  widely  collected  than  many  coins 
that  are  already  listed! 

3.  There  are  recognized  dealers  who  follow  the  market  closely 
and  could  provide  the  Trends  and  Coin  Market  editors  with  updated 
changes  in  values  for  the  pieces.  Jack  Totheroh' s records  of 
all  California  Small  Denomination  Gold  Coins  auction  results  in 
recent  years  would  also  be  an  invaluable  aid  to  the  editors . 

Recently  I asked  Mr.  William  T.  Gibbs  of  Coin  World  whether 
Coin  World  had  ever  considered  listing  values  in  their  Trends 
section  for  California  Small  Denomination  Gold  Coins,  and  he  said 
that  to  his  knowledge  the  subject  had  never  been  considered.  He 
added  that  he  would  be  pleased  to  receive  collector  and  dealer 
opinions  on  the  subject. 

Let's  do  it!  Everyone  who  believes  that  these  pieces  should 
be  listed  should  write  letters  to  both  Coin  World  and  Numismatic 
News  and  suggest  this  to  them!  Also,  please  ask  everyone  you 
know  who  collects  these  pieces  also  to  write  a letter!  If  the 
coin  publications  receive  50  letters,  this  could  have  a 
significant  large  impact  on  them. 

We  should,  however,  only  suggest  that  they  provide  a listing 
of  values  by  major  type,  not  for  every  BG  variety.  After  all, 
they  will  never  devote  the  space  and  time  needed  to  list  values 
for  all  of  the  568  different  varieties  that  are  known  to  exist. 
Moreover,  the  value  of  the  rarer  pieces  is  relatively  uncertain, 
and  it  would  be  asking  the  editors  to  engage  in  too  much  work  if 
we  were  to  request  that  they  update  so  many  entries  each  month. 
But  they  might  be  persuaded  to  list  values  for  the  most  major 
types . 

We  could  suggest  that  they  run  something  like  the  following 
table.  I have  included  the  following  values  for  a few  major 
types  only  for  illustrative  purposes.  I have  not  tried  to 
ascertain  and  include  realistic  price  levels.  I stopped  the 
scale  at  MS  64  because  nicer  pieces  are  so  rare.  A notation 
would  explain  that  the  values  in  this  table  were  only  for  the 
most  common  varieties  within  a type. 
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VF 

XF 

AU 

MS60 

MS  62 

MS  64 

1852-56 

.25 

Octagonal 

50 

70 

100 

200 

275 

450 

1852-56 

.25 

Round 

50 

70 

100 

175 

250 

375 

1852-56 

.50 

Octagonal 

70 

90 

125 

225 

300 

500 

1852-56 

.50 

Oct.  w/eagle 

600 

800 

900 

1,200 

1,  500 

2,000 

ETC 


As  noted  above,  since  the  pricing  guides  will  not  list 
values  for  all  568  different  varieties,  we  should  only  ask  them 
to  list  values  for  the  most  major  types.  At  a minimum  they 
should  list  values  for  .25,  .50,  and  $1.00  pieces,  both  Round  and 

Octagonal,  for  both  Period  1 and  Period  2.  This  would  mean 
listing  12  different  coin  types.  This  would  be  a minimal  burden 
on  the  editors.  As  an  example  of  a very  different  possibility, 
the  Krause  Standard  Catalogue  of  World  Coins  lists  values  for  260 
different  types  of  California  Small  Denomination  Gold  coins  - 43 
for  Period  1,  and  217  for  Period  2!  It  seems  unlikely,  however, 
that  Coin  World  or  Numismatic  News  would  list  values  for  this 
many  major  types.  An  in-between  alternative  would  be  the 
approach  used  by  the  Redbook,  which  lists  values  for  30  major 
types . 

Reasonable  people  can,  of  course,  differ  as  to  what 
constitutes  a "major"  type.  For  example,  in  my  opinion  there  are 
34  "major"  types  of  Period  1 coins.  Of  these,  24  have  PCGS 
populations  of  25  or  greater.  So,  if  I were  doing  the  listings 
of  Period  1 coins  for  one  of  the  numismatic  pricing  guides,  I 
would  probably  just  list  values  for  these  24  major  types.  But 
other  people  would  arrive  at  different,  quite  reasonable 
solutions . 

Perhaps,  as  a modest  starting  point,  we  should  request  that 
Coin  World  and  Numismatic  News  use  the  30  major  types  that  are 
listed  in  the  Redbook.  Each  of  us  should  immediately  write  a 
letter  making  this  request  to  both  publications.  Please  write 
to : 


Mr  William  T.  Gibbs,  Editor 

Coin  World 

911  Vandemark  Road 

P.O.  Box  150 

Sidney,  Ohio  45365-0150 

E Mail:  cwtrends0coinworld.com 


27 


Numismatic  News 
Coin  Market 
700  E.  State  St., 
lola,  WI  54990 

E Mail:  numismatic  news0krause.com 


In  addition,  it  might  be  helpful  if  the  Society  for  Private 
and  Pioneer  Numismatics,  as  an  organization,  also  made  these  same 
requests . 

Finally,  I included  the  above  portion  of  a hypothetical 
California  Small  Denomination  Gold  coin  pricing  Table  for 
illustrative  purposed  only.  I would  be  very  interested  in 
others'  opinions  as  to  what  the  optimal  table  should  really  look 
like,  including  the  real  values  that  you  believe  would  be 
appropriate  for  each  listing,  and  the  ideal  number  of  major  types 
that  should  be  listed. 
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CALIFORNIA  SMALL  DENOMINATION  GOLD 
Auction  Sales  History 


BG  #207  NO  DATE  FRONTIER-DEVIERCY  ROUND  QUARTER  RARITY  UR-6 

DESCRIPTION  NOTES 

Obv:  Same  as  B.G  206  but  repolished  making  stars  somewhat  smaller.  1st 
star  left  and  just  above  point  of  neck.  Struck  after  B.G. 208. 

Rev;  * 1-4  DOLLAR  * in  wreath  A berry  below  the  D and  the  R in  DOLLAR. 

(Die  of  B G.205) 


DATE 

AUCTION  HOUSE 

COLLECTION 

LOT#  DIE  ST. 

GRADE 

PRICE 

X-REF 

09-22-98 

SUPERIOR 

September 

2345 

63 

$460 

10-07-90 

SUPERIOR 

October  Sale 

583 

64 

$440 

3 

02-01-94 

SUPERIOR 

Rothenberger 

2792 

50 

$418 

10-13-87 

BOWERS  a MERENA 

Norweb 

1010 

63 

$413 

02-01-94 

SUPERIOR 

Rothenberger 

2791 

50 

$413 

1 

07-26-80 

NERCA 

Boston  Jubilee 

1598 

63 

$352 

02-01-94 

SUPERIOR 

Rothenberger 

2790 

60 

$352 

4 

10-18-90 

STACKS 

55th  Anniversary 

1986 

60 

$352 

09-23-83 

PCAG 

N O N A.,  S.  F. 

1234 

58 

$352 

08-15-96 

HERITAGE 

A N A.  Denver 

6286 

63 

$345 

01-06-95 

BOWERS  a MERENA 

Perry 

3068 

63 

$330 

2 

09-25-88 

SUPERIOR 

Lee 

20 

55 

$330 

1 

09-17-96 

SUPERIOR 

Steinberg 

2621 

62 

$319 

1 1 -08-83 

BOWERS  a MERENA 

Brand- 1 

608 

65 

$303 

5 

01-10-92 

BOWERS  a MERENA 

Texas 

4135 

55 

$303 

04-10-96 

COIN  GALLERY 

Mail  Bid  Sale 

3744 

60 

$286 

06-05-87 

PCAG 

Steinmetz,  Long 

1378 

60 

$264 

5 

01-29-96 

SUPERIOR 

Edmunds 

1827 

62 

$253 

10-01-89 

SUPERIOR 

Heifetz 

15 

60 

$253 

4 

10-01-89 

SUPERIOR 

Heifetz 

16 

55 

$242 

1 

06-05-87 

PCAG 

Steinmetz,  Long 

1688 

55 

$231 

01-29-96 

SUPERIOR 

Edmunds 

1826 

60 

$220 

07-17-96 

COIN  GALLERY 

Mail  Bid  Sale 

948 

58 

$220 

09-25-88 

SUPERIOR 

Lee 

522 

65 

$209 

2 

09-25-88 

SUPERIOR 

Lee 

523 

65 

$209 

3 

X-REF  indicates  multiple  sales  of  the  same  coin  A missing  duplicate  pair  number  indicates  other  sale  achieved  price  of  less  than  top  25  prices  realized 
Data  compiled  by  R J.  TOTHEROH.  Care  has  been  taken,  however  accuracy  cannot  be  guaranteed 
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JOHN  DE  CESARE 

AKA 

"HIGH  CARD  JOHNNY" 

RE:  Student  Instructional  Program 

MAGICIAN  - INTERNATIONAL  PERFORMER  - HISTORICAL 
PRESENTATIONS  - CALI FORNIAAYE STERN  AMERICANA 

CIRCA  1830  - 1880 

Class  Presentations  and/or  assemblies  on  California  from  Hispanic/Indian  to 

the  White  Man's  Western  Migration 
SUBJECTS 

Life  of  the  Times;  Manners,  customs,  clothes  and  travel  (circa  1870). 

"High  Card":  Gambler/Marshall  - this  includes:  "Why  guns  were  used  then  and  not  now" 
Minimizing  Violence.  Use  of  Pla3dng  Cards  - Games  - Shaman  (Indian  Medicine  Man) 

Magic/Culture  Blend. 

Look  to  the 

The  ^ -Q  Hill 

^V^NEVADA’S  OLDEST  HOTEL  ^ v 


and  ■- 

Cro  wn  Point  Resta  urant 

Offering  the  finest  in  FO(X),  EMNK,  and  SERVICE, 
together  with  the  best  of  facilities  and  accommodations 

For  Reservations  and  Information  call:  (702)  847-0111 

The  Gold  HI  Hotel  is  localed  one  mile  south  of  Virginia  City  on  Hwy.  342 

Only  minutes  away... but  a centuru  hnrk  in 


THE  BRASHER  BUEEETIN  REC  0\E\IEM)S: 


A 


V 

¥ 


prTGrPr  c A -R 


L) 


% 


MAGICIAN  ! GAMBLER  ! GUNFIGHTERJ 


498  Page  st.  San  Jose  Ca.  408-295-3250 
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THE  BRASHER  BUI  LETIN  RECOMMENDS: 


rr 

HISTORIC  LECTURE  SERIES 

HOSTED  BY:  GREG  & PAT  McMASTER 

February  23, 1999 

Chris  Bayer 

"Gold  Rush  Songs”  — An  Interpretive  Performance 

March  2, 1999 

Richard  Davies 

‘The  New  Nevada:  Since  1945" 

March  9, 1999 

Stan  Paher 

‘Western  Nevada  Ghost  Towns  H”  — Slide  Show 

March  16, 1999 

Dennis  Cassinelli 

“Great  Basin  Indian  Arlilacts" 

March  23, 1999 

Jim  Schryver 

"Financing  & Building  of  the  Suiro  Tunnel"  — Slide  Show 

March  30, 1999 

Philip  Earl 

‘The  Lincoln  Highway:  A Social  History”  — Slide  Show 

April  6, 1999 

Don  Hardesty  & Bruce  Hutchison  ‘Archeology  of  Ft.  ChurchilT 

April  13,  1999 

Bill  Kohimoos 

"Tales  ol  Early  Day  Prospectors" 

April  20,  1999 

Charles  Convis 

"Early  Western  Cattlemen" 

April  27, 1999 

Jerry  Aaron 

“All  Dolen:  Prolific  Writer  on  the  Comstock" 

May  4,  1999 

Mark  McLaughlin 

“Sierra  Train  Stories"  — Slide  Show 

May  11,  1999 

Ron  James 

'The  Comstock,  Civil  War,  and  Other  Stuff  of  the  1860s" 

May  18,  1999 

Chris  Bayer 

‘Lucky  Bill  & Major  Ormsby:  The  Creation  of  Nevada  Territory"  — A Living  History  Performance 

Lecture  Admission  - $4.00  • Admission  is  included  in  the  price  of  dinner  - Selections  available  at  $8.(X),  $10.(X)  and  $12.50 

^ Dinner  seating  begins  at  5:00  p.m. 

Lecture  begins  at  7:30  p.m.  and  usually  lasts  one  hour  plus  questions  and  discussion. 

THE  SOCIETY  OF  PRIVATE  AND  PIONEER 

NUMISMATICS 


APPLICATION  FOR  MEMBERSHIP 
MEMBERSHIP  TYPES: 

NEW  MEMBERS  $15  ($10  Dues  + $5  initiation  fee) 

CURRENT  MEMBERS  $ 1 OATl 

DEALER  PATRON  $200/YR 

Please  fill  out  the  following  information  for  our  records: 

Name:  

Company: 

Address: 


Phone  Numbers:  Home:  ( ) 

Office:  ( ) 

Fax:  ( ) 

Collecting  Interests  (optional) 


Send  application  and  payment  to:  Kagin's 

S.  P.  P.  N. 

98  Main  Street,  #201 
Tiburon,  CA  94920 

For  information  on  The  Society  of  Private  and  Pioneer  Numismatics  or  to  submit  an  article  for 
the  Brasher  Bulletin,  please  call  (888)8KAGIN'S  (our  toll-free  number)  and  ask  for  Jim  Vallier. 
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COINS  OF  THE  GOLDEN  WEST 

NATIVE— J4  — ’/fe—l— GOLD 


CALIFORNIA 


WASHINGTON 


OREGON 


MONTANA 


IDAHO 


V 


98  Main  St.  #201 
Tiburon,  CA  94920 


